
Historical themes and concepts 

Substantive knowledge is the specific, factual content for the subjects, which must be connected into a careful sequence 

Theme Year group and topic  

Invasion LKS2- Romans, Anglo-Saxons, Vikings UKS2 - Battle of Britain, Ancient Greece 

Trade LKS2 - Stone Age to Iron Age, Romans, UKS2 – Manchester and the industrial revolution 

Empire  LKS2 - Romans, UKS2 - Benin, Battle of Brittan, Ancient Greece  

Religion EYFS – Celebrations KS1 - Gunpowder Plot LKS2 - Romans, Anglo-Saxons and Vikings UKS2 - Ancient Greeks, Benin 

Democracy LKS2 – Ancient Egypt UKS2 -Manchester and the industrial revolution, Greeks, Battle of Britain 

Power LKS2 - Romans, Vikings UKS2 – Battle of Britain 

Diversity EYFS - Myself, People Who Help Us KS1 – Significant people Neil Armstrong, Mae Jemison, LS Lowry LKS2 – Romans UKS2- Greeks, Manchester, 
Impact of Battle of Britain 

Migration KS1 - Great Fire of London LKS2 - Anglo Saxons, Vikings, UKS2 - Ancient Greece, Impact of Battle of Britain 

Kingdom LKS2 - Anglo-Saxons and Vikings UKS2 – Impact of Battle of Britain, Benin 

Settlement LKS2 - Stone Age to Iron age, Romans, Anglo-Saxons and Vikings, Ancient Egypt UKS2 - Benin 

Civilisation LKS2 – Romans, Ancient Egypt UKS2 - Ancient Greece, Benin 

Reign KS1 - Gunpowder Plot, Great Fire of London LKS2 – Romans UKS2 - Benin, Monarchy  

Parliament KS1 - Gunpowder Plot UKS2 - Ancient Greece, Battle of Britain 

Society EYFS - People Who Help Us, Families KS1 - Clothes, Toys, LKS2 -Stone Age to Iron age, Romans, Anglo-Saxons and Vikings UKS2 – Manchester 
and the industrial revolution 

Culture KS1 - Significant People (Neil Armstrong, Mae Jemison, LS lowry) LKS2 - Stone Age to Iron age, Romans, Anglo-Saxons and Vikings UKS2 – 
Manchester and the industrial revolution. 

 

 

 



Threads at key stages:  

Year Legacy Equality Invasion and 
settlement 

Empire- power? Technological 
advancement 

Beliefs Cultural 
change 

  Our Locality  

EYFS  People Who Help 
Us  

 Remembrance 
Day 

Recent Change  Traditional 
Tales 

Journeys  
 

Key 
Stage 
1 

Gunpowder Plot 
 
Great Fire of 
London 
 
Significant People 
(Neil Armstrong, 
Mae Jemison) 
 
History of Flight 

Gunpowder Plot 
 
Significant people 
(Neil Armstrong, 
Mae Jemison) 
  

  Great Fire Of 
London 
 
Clothes 
 
Toys 
 
John Alcock 

Gunpowder Plot Clothes 
 
Toys 

Significant people 
LS Lowry 

Lower 
Key 
Stage 
2  

Roman Britian 
 
Anglo Saxons 
 
Vikings 
 
Ancient Egypt 
 

Roman Britian 
 
Anglo Saxons 
 
Vikings 
 
Ancient Egypt 
 

Stone Age to Iron 
Age 
Manchester 
Evacuees 
Roman Britian 
Anglo Saxons 
Vikings 
Ancient Egypt 
 

Manchester 
Evacuees 
Roman Britian 
Anglo Saxons 
Vikings 
Ancient Egypt 
 

Ancient 
Civilisations 
Stone Age to Iron 
Age  
Vikings 
 

Stone Age to Iron 
Age 
 
Roman Britian 
 
Anglo Saxons 
 
Vikings 
 
Ancient Egypt 
 

Stone Age to 
Iron Age 
Manchester 
Evacuees 
 
Roman Britian 
 
Anglo Saxons 
 
Vikings 
 

Manchester  
Evacuees  

Upper 
Key 
stage 
2 

Walter Tull 
 
Benin 
 
Industrial 
Revolution 
The Monarchy 

Walter Tull 
 
 
Benin 
Industrial 
Revolution 
The Monarchy 

Industrial Revolution 
 
Battle Of Britian 

Benin 
The Monarchy 
Ancient Greece 
Battle Of Britian 

Benin 
Industrial 
Revolution 
The Monarchy 
Ancient Greece 
Ancient Egypt 
Battle Of Britian 

Benin 
The Monarchy 
Ancient Greece 
 

Walter Tull 
Benin 
Industrial 
Revolution 
The Monarchy 
Ancient 
Greece 

Industrial 
Revoloution 



Ancient Greece 
Battle Of Britian 

Ancient Greece 
Battle Of Britian 

 Battle Of 
Britian 

 

 

Historical concepts: 
 Cause and Consequence Historical Significance Continuity and Change Similarity and Differences 
EYFS Traditional Tales Remembrance Day Growth All About Me, People Who Help 

us, My Family 
Seaside 

Key Stage 1 Great Fire of London 
 

Gunpowder Plot 
 

Great Fire of London 
 

Significant People (Neil Armstrong, 
Mae Jemison, LS Lowry) 

 
History of Flight 

Significant People (Neil 
Armstrong, Mae Jemison, LS 

Lowry) 

History of Flight 
 

History of clothes 
 

History of toys 

Lower Key Stage 2 Manchester Evacuees 
Roman Britian 
Anglo Saxons 

Vikings 

Manchester Evacuees 
Roman Britian 
Anglo Saxons 

Vikings 
Ancient Egypt 

 

Stone Age to Iron Age 
Roman Britian 
Anglo Saxons 

Vikings 
 

Comparison of society under 
British Invaders 

 

Upper Key Stage 2 Battle Of Britian The Monarchy 
Benin 

Industrial Revolution 
Ancient Greece 
Battle Of Britian 

Walter Tull 
 

The Monarchy 
Battle Of Britian 

Ancient Greece (Compared with 
Ancient Egypt) 

Benin 
 

 


