Developing Map Skills with younger children

1. Memory maps - use of children’s own ‘memory maps’ e.g. route to school each day:

· What do they see? What sounds do they hear? Do they see the same things every day? Do they turn left/ right? When do they turn? What are they near? What do they see when they turn?

· Let the children draw the map. For the youngest children this might be two pictures of things they see, if possible in the correct order. Maps can be redrawn and compared after the children have thought about their route, been home and come back to school again.

· Discuss the content of the maps - what do they include? How does the content of the maps compare with local O.S. maps? Can we introduce the use of keys or the concept of scale or comparisons with local aerial photographs?

2. Story Maps - using map activities can enhance the content of a story e.g. Little Red Riding Hood.

· Once the story has been read look at the pictures together. What physical and human features can be seen e.g. rivers, hills, shops, houses, etc. What other features can the children suggest?

· Discuss the location of the features: what might be near Grandma’s house? Through discussion a more detailed picture of the story environment is being developed.

· Children then draw imaginary maps, usually picture maps.

· Maps could be drawn to develop the use of grids e.g. A1, B2, etc…

3. Playmats - playmats are a good method for introducing geographical terms, following directions and discussing features and land-use

4. Using Construction Material - large sheets of paper can be marked with roads, rivers, etc

· children build human features that might be present e.g. in a busy town, a quiet village

· buildings can be drawn around and keys developed, with discussions about the locality considered

· once the settlement is complete, a new feature might be introduced e.g. a hotel. Children need to consider the position of the hotel and take in to account land-use and planning issues

5. Aerial Photographs - colour aerial photographs allow children to identify features more easily.

· verbally locate and identify specified features

· discuss the types of land-use

· use overlays of tracing paper to create maps

· compare types of land-use using grid squares on the photograph

· look at older photographs to identify change over time

· label key features of the photograph

· measure distances using string

· produce recorded oral descriptions of an area of the map

· give children opposing statements - quiet …. Busy; children decide how feel about a statement in relation to the photograph.

